Diabetes education in hospitalized children: developmental and situational concerns.
When a child is diagnosed with diabetes and admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit for metabolic stabilization, there is little time to provide survival skills and education, much less support the family through the impact of the diagnosis. Yet, critical care nurses can begin the family's adaptation and recovery. This article explores the educational and support needs of the newly diagnosed child and the child who is admitted repeatedly. A model of survival topics is presented and the role of the critical care nurse is emphasized with tips for returning the family to a new normal.